CHAPTER   XV
REYNAUD AND THE PEACE PARTY
PAUL REYNAUD has played a role in French
politics rather similar to that played by Winston
Churchill in British politics. His gloomy prophecies
were disconcertingly accurate. He is able, courageous
and possessed of the fighting spirit, which was so lacking
in some politicians, but, unlike Churchill, he failed to
carry the Government with him. Reynaud was not a
ruthless leader, like Clemenceau; he tended to com-
promise. When it was clear that France was not going
to honour her engagements to her ally, Czechoslovakia*
Reynaud, Campinchi and Mandel were on the point of
resigning from the Government, but they were won over
by that meretricious argument of not letting the Govern-
ment appear divided at a critical moment in the country's
history. Small, of poor physique, and no orator, though
his speeches read well, he was not a leader to appeal to
the French imagination; many could not forgive kirn
for having increased taxes as Minister of Finance. Be-
cause he himself had fco popular or parliamentary
backing he had to include others in his Cabinet who
succeeded where he failed. He included men who were
his critics, mea of the political Right, who were in touch
with the peace party. He thought he could absorb
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